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FORMATION OF SOCIAL COMPETENCE 

IN PRIMARY SCHOOL-AGE CHILDREN WITH DOWN SYNDROME 
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Abstract. The article analyzes the theoretical aspects of the concept of "social competence" 

and psychological - pedagogical support of children with Down syndrome in terms of adaptation to 

the learning environment and mastering the necessary skills. Social competence is an integrated set 

of social competencies based on a system of personal psychological characteristics, moral values 

and attitudes of the individual, together allows the individual to successfully interact with society 

and productively perform various social roles. norms and follow the rules of life in society. 

Considering the factors of development of social competence, it is necessary to remember that 

inherited are not personal qualities, but certain inclinations (natural inclination to one or another 

activity), the development of which depends on social conditions, education and upbringing. 

The author of the article notes that the prospects for the development of a child with Down 

syndrome may be completely different. Until recently, it was thought that they had a severe degree 

of mental retardation and, growing up, became addicted people with severe disabilities. In early 

school age, children with Down syndrome undergo significant changes in the mental development 

of the child, the cognitive sphere is transformed, a complex system of relationships with peers and 

adults. The main activity is educational activities. In the process of cognition, the child receives and 

processes huge amounts of information, and, as in preschool, the need for movement and external 

impressions remains as strong. Becoming a student, and embarking on educational activities, the 

child gradually learns to manage themselves, to build their activities in accordance with the goals 

and intentions. The problem of socialization of children with Down syndrome, providing them with 

comprehensive psychological and pedagogical assistance in recent years has been the subject of 

close attention of scientists and practitioners. Interest in it is largely due to the presence of persistent 

negative stereotypes about the development opportunities of such students and the lack of 

scientifically sound data on the possibilities of their education and upbringing. 

Key words: children with Down syndrome, social competence, psychological and 

pedagogical support, adaptation. 
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